
 
 

  

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A hub of educational excellence and innovation, supporting and valuing everyone 

 

                                                      26th March 2021 

 

 

Good afternoon everyone 

 

It has been a great week at school; the sun has been shining, birds singing and children have been able to enjoy 

the outdoors more. The mile run has been taking place, after school clubs have resumed and Linden have been 

practising for a class assembly in the hall! Brilliant!  

 

At the beginning of each new term, in my assembly, the children discuss in their classes how we can work 

together to maintain our great community. They add their thoughts into the TEAMS chat and we are able to set 

three targets for the whole school; we then reflect on them as we go through the term during assemblies on a 

Tuesday. They are always very honest. Each class also has a poster with the targets on for reflection when 

required. This term the school have had the following three targets: 

1. To use our manners (saying please and thank you) around the school, including at lunch time 

2. To make sure that we come in and leave school quietly and sensibly 

3. To look after each other and be kind to our friends 

 

Reflections and feedback: The children are sharing polite greetings and extending their manners with each other 

and adults in the school. I am very proud of the feedback I have had from residents/ neighbours and other 

members of the senior leadership team around the entry and exit to schools. The midday meal team are sharing 

that the children are working hard to be polite in the dinner hall; and I have had many reports of kindness, support 

and friendship.  

 

The various restrictions have left their mark on the world, and we feel it is important to remain a collaboration 

and restore our natural behaviours and routines where possible. It is widely recognised that children’s social skills 

and mental wellbeing are an essential part of a happy and fulfilling life and research is showing the negative 

impact of the isolation on these areas as you would expect. However, your children never fail to inspire me. They 

show a commitment to being the best they can be in all areas, and it is a pleasure for all of us here at Claremont 

to be part of any recovery of these skills. Next week, you will be able to chat with the class teachers in the parent 

consultations. Please do share any personal skills you feel your children may need support with. As you are aware 

there has been no summative testing so specific academic data will be less available than normal.  

 

Please do read the important notice on the next page. 

 

I hope the good weather is maintained over the weekend for you all.  

 

Best wishes 

 

Mrs Candi Roberts & The Special Claremont Team 
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‘I am e-mailing to update you about the concerns you have about a male being near the school taking pictures.  

 

Myself and a colleague attended the home address of the photographer and questioned him about the 

photographs and what was the need to be so close to the school, the male had said to us that he is part of a 

photography club for nature pictures and he was on his way to CAMDEN PARK when he was approached by some 

parents.  

 

The camera has been checked by myself and my colleague and can confirm that there are no pictures showing 

anything untoward, the pictures were mainly of nature, trees, flowers etc.  The outcome has been that the male will 

change his walking route and times to avoid any further confrontation.  

 

Hope this e-mail provides you and your community with reassurance.’  

 

Kind regards,  

PCSO CLUBB  

61626  

 

PCSO 61626 James CLUBB  

 

PCSO for Southborough, High Brooms & St Johns   

Tunbridge wells - CSU - Police Community Support Officer 

 

Please remember to wear your mask and 

maintain social distancing regulations when 

you are collecting your child from an after-

school club. Please try to operate a one-

way system yourselves to support us and 

show our community that we care. 

Volunteers In School – we are looking at re-introducing parent volunteers in school at 

some point next term and are just trying to gauge parent interest. We are not sure at this 

stage what this is going to look like and due to current regulations we may not be able to 

have as many as we normally would.  

If you previously helped out in school, and are able to help out again on a regular basis, 

please could you let the office know of your availability by emailing 

jodi.stevens@claremont.kent.sch.uk  

 

Many thanks. 

Parent Consultation Evenings 

We will be sending out appointment reminders and Zoom links on Monday. 

There is still time to book an appointment if you haven’t done so yet. Please go to  

https://claremontprim.parentseveningsystem.co.uk 

mailto:jodi.stevens@claremont.kent.sch.uk


 
 

Update from the Governors 
 

The work of the governing body continues remotely.  In February the Teaching & Learning 
committee focused on remote learning monitoring and we had a very interesting and 
comprehensive presentation from Mrs Seddon.  The Personnel team also met with the 
Headteacher focussing on staff well-being. The Resources meeting, covering both premises 
and finance issues, had a very packed agenda as we approach the school financial year end.  
  
At the full governing body meeting on 3 March, governors approved the updated return to 
school risk assessment, Covid addenda and agreed other policies. The Headteacher's Spring 
Report was received with much positive information and activity to take the school forward. 
Other matters included initial feedback on staff and parent questionnaires together with the 
school development plan and Claremont's role in the new Kent Teaching School Hub.  We 
also welcomed our latest recruit.  Local resident, Chris Potter has joined the team as a co-
opted governor.  With a background in finance, he joins the Resources team, further 
strengthening the governing bodies’ expertise in this important area.    
  
Finally, we are sorry to announce that Flic Roberts has decided to stand down as a parent 
governor to pursue another community voluntary opportunity.  We would like to thank Flic 
for her contribution to the governing body over the past 2 years, in particular for her work 
on the annual stakeholder surveys and supporting the SEN governor.   
  
Dr Carla van der Zanden 
Chair of Governors 

BOOKS COMING HOME FOR SHARING ON MONDAY 

 

In response to the feedback many of you shared after the remote parent consultations in the 

Autumn, we will be sending home Curriculum and Maths books home (in Years 1 to 6) on Monday 

(29th March). As it not possible for you to come into school, it will be an opportunity for the 

children to share all their hard work in school so far this year.  

 

To remain Covid-secure, only your child and their teacher will handle their books on Monday, 

and they will not be mixed with other books that day. To reassure you, your child’s teacher will 

be limiting their contact with your child’s books and ensuring that other children do not handle 

them. In return, we ask that books are only handled by people in your household bubble and 

that you wash your hands before and after handling the books. All books must be returned to 

school on Tuesday morning, to maintain the continuity of their learning.  

 

If you do not wish for your child’s books to come home, please let the office know by noon on 

Monday (29th March). Unfortunately, there will be no alternative arrangements. 

 



 
 

 

Netball club 

Unfortunately, Netball club is cancelled next Tuesday 30th 

March due to the clash with parents' evening. The club will 

resume after the Easter holidays on Tuesday 20th April.  

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers for after school sports Term 5 2021 

Dear parents, 

Next term brings new after school clubs for the children to attend. We have been very fortunate for many 

parents to offer their time volunteering to help the teachers run the clubs this ½ term and I am kindly asking for 

this again. Without your help, these clubs wouldn’t be half as successful as they are now (we had over 100 

children at cross-country this week) or simple wouldn’t happen. If you are able to help with the following clubs 

over the summer term, please can you contact the school office at admin@claremont.kent.sch.uk as soon as 

possible so we can start the DBS process. 

Sport  Year groups  Day  Time  

Athletics  2 & 3  Monday   3.30-4.30pm  

Athletics  4, 5 & 6  Tuesday   3.30-4.30pm  

Cricket (1st ½ term) 3 & 4  Monday  3.30-4.30pm  

Cricket (2nd ½ term) 5 & 6 Monday 3.30-4.30pm 

Netball  5 & 6  Tuesday  3.30-4.30pm  

Tag rugby  5 & 6  Thursday  3.30-4.30pm  
 

Letter will follow next week for athletics, cricket and tag rugby. 

Many thanks, 

Mr Hume 

 

 

 Thank you for wearing red in support of Red Nose 

Day. There were lots of fantastic red items on 

display.  The school raised £352.70 for this 

worthwhile charity. 
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Message for Year 4 parents 

 

We are aware that some children are walking down Cambridge Gardens on their own and 

being dropped off or picked up at the end of the road. As we are not responsible for their 

safety and actions after leaving our care, we need permission from you to allow your child 

to do this. Therefore, please could we ask that you update your child's home time 

arrangement form if necessary. This can be found in the forms and letters section of the 

school website.  

 

Many thanks,  

The Year 4 team 

 

We are all spending an increasing amount of time connected to the digital world 

and we wanted to give a friendly reminder that we need to be mindful of any 

harmful online challenges or hoaxes we may come across.  

 

A hoax is a deliberate lie designed to seem truthful and they seem to be reaching 

us in increasingly clever ways. On the surface, online challenges seem fun and 

generally involve users recording themselves taking a challenge, and then 

distributing the video through social media channels, inspiring or daring others to 

repeat the challenge. However, we need to take into consideration the age 

appropriateness and level of risk involved with these challenges. Years 5 and 6 will 

be covering these topics in the PSHE sessions next week. 

 

There is a lot we can do to help keep us digitally safe and aware: ensure you have 

the correct parental controls set on devices; talk to your child about what they are 

doing online, encouraging an open, honest dialogue and if your child does come 

across a hoax or any potential harmful online challenges you can report them to 

Claremont’s Designated Safeguarding Lead. 

 
For further information, click here Harmful online challenges and online hoaxes - GOV.UK 

 

Please see information attached to this newsletter regarding a 

Touch Typing course to help the literacy skills of children who 

have difficulties with reading, writing or spelling. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/harmful-online-challenges-and-online-hoaxes/harmful-online-challenges-and-online-hoaxes


 
 

 

 

Spinach, sweet potato & lentil dhal 
 

Ingredients:  

 1 tbsp sesame oil 

 1 red onion, finely chopped 

 1 garlic clove, crushed 

 thumb-sized piece ginger, peeled and finely chopped 

 1 red chilli, finely chopped 

 1½ tsp ground turmeric 

 1½ tsp ground cumin 

 2 sweet potatoes (about 400g/14oz), cut into even 

chunks 

 250g red split lentils 

 600ml vegetable stock 

 80g bag of spinach 

 4 spring onions, sliced on the diagonal, to serve 

 ½ small pack of Thai basil, leaves torn, to serve 

 

Method: 

1. 1 tbsp sesame oil in a wide-based pan with a tight-fitting lid. 

2. Add 1 finely chopped red onion and cook over a low heat for 10 mins, stirring occasionally, 

until softened. 

3. Add 1 crushed garlic clove, a finely chopped thumb-sized piece of ginger and 1 finely 

chopped red chilli, cook for 1 min, then add 1½ tsp ground turmeric and 1½ tsp ground 

cumin and cook for 1 min more. 

4. Turn up the heat to medium, add 2 sweet potatoes, cut into even chunks, and stir everything 

together so the potato is coated in the spice mixture. 

5. Tip in 250g red split lentils, 600ml vegetable stock and some seasoning. 

6. Bring the liquid to the boil, then reduce the heat, cover and cook for 20 mins until the lentils 

are tender and the potato is just holding its shape. 

7. Taste and adjust the seasoning, then gently stir in the 80g spinach. Once wilted, top with the 

4 diagonally sliced spring onions and ½ small pack torn basil leaves to serve. 

8. Alternatively, allow to cool completely, then divide between airtight containers and store in 

the fridge for a healthy lunchbox. 

 
 

Food: Eating the right foods 

Rest: Getting enough sleep 

Exercise: Being active 

Digital Devices: Managing time spent online 

 


